
Hot Weather and Rabbits
Did you know that rabbits don’t tolerate heat well  
and can actually die from being overheated? 

How do I keep my rabbit cool?
•	 Keep bunny out of the sun. If he is confined 

to a cage or small room, be sure there is 
plenty of shady space he can rest in.

•	 Set up a circulating fan to breeze past your 
rabbit (without blowing directly on him all 
day.) Drape a damp towel over part of the 
cage so the fan will blow on it and create 
cooler air. Bunny-proof the fan cord.

•	 Place a ceramic or marble tile in your bun’s 
favorite place for him to lie on.

•	 Place a few ice cubes in his water crock so the 
water is tempting and he can lie against the cool crock.

•	 Mist his ears. Rabbits dissipate heat through their ears and misting 
them will help keep him cool.

•	 Brush out excessive fur. If your rabbit is long-haired, consider cropping 
his coat short for the summer months.

•	 Fill 1 or 2 liter soda bottles with water and freeze them. Put them in 
your bun’s cage so he can lean against it to keep cool. Keep a few of 
these on hand in your freezer.

•	 Rabbits over 5 years old, overweight or incapacitated tend to be 	
more sedentary and may not get up to drink water if they are too 	
hot. This can quickly lead to dehydration, so keep your eye on these 
buns especially.

Is it OK for my rabbit to be outside?
•	 Temperatures over 80 degrees are too hot for rabbits, so Sacramento 

summers can be deadly. To find out more about bringing your rabbit 
indoors, visit www.allearssac.org/careindex.html.
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